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Tristan was born at 37 weeks with Strep B and spent time 
in NICU with meningitis. Today he is thriving! 
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LETTER FROM THE CEO
This financial year has seen Miracle Babies
Foundation receive a most blessed gift through a
bequest that will have such a meaningful impact
on our community for many years. This special and
generous gift will allow us to be able to continue
expanding the growth and access of our services
to our most vulnerable families in the neonatal
time spent in hospital with their premature or sick
baby. We are truly humbled and grateful for this
amazing contribution and trust in our work as we
help more families across Australia to ‘improve,
support and enhance all lives impacted by a
premature or sick birth.’ 

Since 2023 we have been developing our new
model of care for our in hospital service,
NurtureTime 15 where our program team
members are in the hospital delivering cotside
peer support to families for 15 hours per week, an
increase from 3 hours per week. In 2025 we are
now rolling this out in multiple hospitals.
All our areas of work are experiencing a high
demand, from our services, resources, consumer
representation, advocacy, information and
connection. Each year our team keep getting
better at what we do and this in turn creates more
supported and empowered families. Thank you all
for your work, passion and dedication.

In April I was once again invited to attend the
Parent Organisation Summit in Germany which
also saw the change of EFCNI to GFCNI – marking a
true global footprint for work to improve outcomes
all across the globe. 

Our NurtureProgram continues to expand and
nurture more families. Through our 24 hour
support helpline, cotside peer support in hospitals,
support and play groups, resources at pivotal
points of the hospital stay, together with evidence,
education and empowerment through our globally
awarded Nurture E information hub, The EEE
Impact.

Our calendar of annual events once again saw great
community engagement and connection for families.   

I am so very proud of our special community, all who
are committed to increasing our impact for premature
and sick babies and their families.  Thank you for the
privilege to work with and alongside so many inspiring
and special people, from our Board, Staff, Volunteers,
Donors, Health Care Professionals and Families.  

Our corporate partners are a vital part of what we do,
providing funds and resources to continue our
important work.  Thank you Chiesi, Hyundai Help for
Kids, BabyLove, Water Wipes and Natalis.

I was honoured to receive an Order of Australia Medal
in the 2025 King’s Honour List this year and feel so
privileged to do what I do. Thank you to all those in my
life for their support and love that allow me to
dedicate so much to our purpose and to the incredible
team over the past 20 years that have helped to shape
Miracle Babies to what it is today. 

We mark a special milestone this year with 20 years of
Miracle Babies! Thank you to the incredible team over
the past 20 years. To all our miracle families and
supporters, thank you for your courage and dedication
to improving the lives of these precious babies and
their families.  For some, their birth story will continue
to have challenges throughout different life stages and
for some life long.  Please stay informed and
supported and know Miracle Babies Foundation are
here to support you through all life stages.  Be kind to
yourself, especially on those tough days and celebrate
the good days, reach out for support when needed
and be proud of your strength of your journey so far.  

 
Wishing you all love, 
health and happiness, 

Kylie Pussell 
CEO & CoFounder 
Miracle Babies Foundation
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MESSAGE FROM THE BOARD CHAIR
It is such a privilege to serve as Chair of Miracle Babies Foundation. This year, 2024–25, we have provided more
than 90 hours of face-to-face support interactions each week across the country, walking alongside Australian
families during some of their most difficult – and also most wonderful times. As we celebrate 20 years of Miracle
Babies it has been a time to reflect and thank many inspiring people. We have celebrated staff, board and
volunteer milestones with several volunteers celebrating 10 years of volunteer service this year.

Every one of these moments of care and connection is thanks to our incredible team and community. We can only
achieve this great level of impact and support with a truly passionate staff and volunteer team. To each of you –
thank you. We thank long term staff Robyn Sheen for her dedicated 14 years staff service to the Foundation and
Tina Parker for her 6 years staff and 12 years volunteering. 

This year has seen so many important milestones. Our NurtureProgram continues to expand access and reach
families across Australia, helping families connect and find comfort in shared experience. We launched new
hospital units for cotside support, championing Zero Separation for parents to receive peer support whilst being
with their baby. We also added new resources, including an updated Nurture Guidebook, focusing more
information for sick babies and the updated changes to neonatal care. We introduced our sibling activity pack and
the continued expansion of Nurture E Information Hub into the preschool years. Each of these initiatives reflects
our commitment to meeting families wherever they are on their journey.

I also want to acknowledge our many supporters and sponsors. Your generosity makes our work possible, and we
are deeply grateful for the trust and commitment you continue to show to Miracle Babies.

Thank you as well to my fellow Board members. As the Foundation grows, the Board continues to strengthen its
approach to governance. This year we were pleased to welcome Ben Sladić and Kirsty Myssonski-Pittard to the
Board. Both bring Chartered Accountant expertise, as well as lived experience of our purpose – a combination that
strengthens our work and keeps us grounded in what matters most.

I would like to take a moment to recognise Marlenne Dunn, who loved knitting for babies and left the Foundation a
generous bequest. Though I never had the privilege of meeting her, her kindness and legacy will continue to help
families for many years to come.

Finally, to all of our Miracle families – thank you. Your courage and resilience inspire us every day and remind us
why this work is so important.

Together, we continue to build a stronger, more compassionate community for every baby, every family, and every
journey.

Alistair Beasley
Board Chair
Senior Execuitve



COMMITMENT TO 
BUILDING CAPABILITY

 hours at in person
conferences and training

sessions nationally

 
certificate

qualifications attained
nationally

hours of online
webinars completed

nationally

250+

90+ 20

Our people are at the heart of everything we do, and we’re proud to invest in their growth. 
The work can be emotionally heavy and we take the responsibility for the impact our support has
seriously. To further support and equip our team, this year, we created more opportunities for
staff to learn, lead and expand their skills, while encouraging pathways that support both career
and personal development. By championing a culture of growth and curiosity, we’re helping our
team feel supported, valued and empowered to reach their full potential: because when our
people thrive, so does our organisation and the families we support.

Mental Health First
Aid
Complex Trauma
Fundraising
Marketing
Bookkeeping

Topics include:



VISION

Working in partnership with families and health professionals we provide a
community of shared experiences, peer emotional support and access to
education and evidence-based information. We use our parent voice in research
and advocacy to influence positive change. Our life saving and life changing work
aims to enhance lives for all to reach their potential

To ‘improve, support and enhance all lives impacted by a premature or sick birth.’ 

MISSION

PURPOSE

Happy and healthy families reaching their potential. 

Empathy – Community – Commitment - Respect

VALUES

VISION



24/7 Family Support Helpline 
         (NurtureLine)

In-Hospital Cotside Peer Support 
         (NurtureTime)

After Discharge Specialised Support & Play
Groups (NurtureGroup)

Support tools, information and guidance at each
stage of a family’s journey, along with support for
bereaved families (NurtureResources)

Online Information Hub 
         (Nurture ‘E’) - EEE Impact

Furthermore, Miracle Babies Foundation is enhancing
lives for future families through:

Involvement in Research
Advocacy
Clinician Education

Miracle Babies’ globally recognised
NurtureProgram improving long-term
outcomes  

1 IN 2
families supported

Australia wide
(approx)

*Provided at no cost to 
families and hospitals



During a High-Risk Pregnancy & 
unexpected admission (antenatal)

During the hospital journey with 
a baby in neonatal care 

Support for the
 transition from hospital to home 

Early Years to starting school
 and beyond 

Support through all lifestages

IN-HOSPITAL

AFTER DISCHARGE

GROWTH & DEVELOPMENT UNTIL
ADULTHOOD

PREGNANCY



P E E R  S U P P O R T  A N D
E D U C A T I O N

C O M M U N I T Y
A W A R E N E S S

R E S E A R C H  A N D
C O N S U M E R

I N V O L V E M E N T

A D V O C A C Y

ACTIVITIES - 4 KEY FOCUS AREAS

NurtureLine - 24 hour family
support help line

NurtureTime - In-hospital peer to
peer cotside support

NurtureGroup - support and play
group for after discharge

Nurture ‘E’ Information Hub -
comprehensive online hub from

pregnancy to adulthood
NurtureResources - resource

packs with information and
helpful tools throughout the

neonatal unit journey

Parents and patients on
research, hospital and health

system committees

Sharing stories through our
platforms to raise awareness 

Participation in research
projects

Attending conferences 

Sharing family stories 

Comprehensive website
provides relevant and current
information on prematurity

and sickness at birth to
adulthood 

Raising mass awareness via
media, plus delivering

information connecting miracle
families through social media

Lead change and
improvement to care and
outcomes to Health Care

 Professionals and hospitals
for patient centered care and
service Paid Parental Leave,
Birth Trauma Inquiry, WA co-

location, Australian
Government Early Years

Strategy 

Immediate Kangaroo Care,
Family Integrated Care, Zero

Separation, Breast Milk



Educate & Empower

 NurtureResources,
Nurture E Online
Information Hub

Reduce Isolation &
Increase Social

Connection

NurtureLine
NurtureTime
NurtureGroup

Enhance NICU
experience

Health professional
education, advocate for

increased parent
involvement, funding for

vital NICU equipment

Positive change for
future families

 Involvement in 
research and

 advocacy

25+ dedicated staff plus 80+ volunteers 
Two decades of experience 
State-based Support Teams with relevant,
diverse personal experiences covering
major states - NSW, WA, VIC, QLD, SA & NT 
Strong connections to Australian and
global partner/affiliate organisations 
Close partnerships with neonatal teams,
researchers, allied health and medical
professionals 
Comprehensive systems and processes for
national service delivery 

How

DELIVERING OUR PURPOSE



Improve parental
mental health

Improve parent
and child bonding

Increase parent
NICU engagement 

Improve
 breastfeeding

success

Increase social
connection

Empower
parents and

children for better
health choices 

THE IMPACT OF OUR WORK
A 2021 Independent study conducted by The Impact
Institute evaluated the work of Miracle Babies Foundation
with families and clinicians.

         In this study, the NurtureProgram was proven to:



     More than

 hours of support
 via face-to-face support

services each WEEK

 
resource packs

distributed to families
nationally (including

Special Day Gifts)

partnering hospitals

Comprehensive online
information hub

reaching 

page views per year

Income sources 

9060+

13,357
509,000+

24/25 FY KEY ACHIEVEMENTS

Programs Expenditure

Resources
25.6%

NurtureTime
23%

NurtureLine
19.4%

NurtureGroup
19.2%

Information Hub
12.9%

55.2%

21.5% 12.6%

8%
1.5%1.2%

*Bequests

Corporate

Donations &
Community

Gov. 
One off

Grants

Other

*Thanks to Marlene Dunn for her generous one-off bequest.



NURTURE PROGRAM

The first national 24 hour family support helpline dedicated to assisting families of
premature or sick newborns. Confidential support is provided by our trained
parent support team. Our Program Team are all parents themselves who have
experienced the birth of a premature or sick newborn. 

NURTURELINE

Facilitated by our qualified Miracle Babies Foundation NurtureProgram Support
Team, these in hospital parent peer support sessions operate cotside within
Australian neonatal units. This vital, comforting and emotional support provides
parents with the opportunity to share their journey with someone who has been
there. 

NURTURETIME

Support and play groups offered at no cost to families and carers who have
experienced the birth of a premature or sick newborn after discharge.

NURTUREGROUP

NURTURE RESOURCES
Our vital resources assist with the support, education and connection for
parents throughout different needs of their neonatal journey.

The globally recognised NurtureProgram consists of face-to-face peer support
services, a support helpline and resources: 

OVERVIEW -  SERVICES & RESOURCES



NurtureLine 

2,541 hours 5,895 interactions
in 18 hospitals across 6 states

NurtureTime

4020 calls 

NurtureGroup

Nurture E Information Hub

47 hours per fortnight, 
2,475 parents and kids supported

21 locations across 5 states 

509,000+ page views on the website across the year

OUR IMPACT 24/25 FY

(1300 622 243)



NurtureTime (In-hospital peer to
peer support service)

NSW - Liverpool Hospital, Campbelltown
Hospital, Wollongong Hospital, Nepean
Hospital, John Hunter Hospital, Fairfield
Hospital 

WA – King Edward Memorial Hospital, Perth
Childrens Hospital, Fiona Stanley Hospital,
Joondalup Health Campus 

SA – Womens & Childrens Hospital

VIC – Royal Childrens Hospital
 
NT – Royal Darwin Hospital 

NurtureGroup® (after discharge
play and support groups) 

NSW – Liverpool, Campbelltown, Westmead,
Wollongong, Newcastle, Tamworth, Penrith
 
SA – Brompton, Surrey Downs 

WA – Willetton, Bunbury, Rockingham, Morley,
Beldon

QLD – Gold Coast 

VIC – Heidleberg, Geelong 

ACT – Canberra 

Miracle Babies Foundation have a dedicated team around the country supporting families. Only
specialised NurtureProgram team members, who themselves have experienced the birth of a
premature or sick newborn are able to enter approved hospital neonatal units and offer parent-to-
parent support. Our NurtureProgram team members provide an integral service.This financial year
we delivered 90 hours of support via face-to-face support services each WEEK across the
country.

FACE TO FACE SERVICES



With the goal to positively change the experience for families during what can be a
traumatic time, some of our resources include: 

• Emergency Care Packs: Available to parents who have been admitted to hospital
unexpectedly or transferred a distance from home. Provides personal care items most
needed during the first 24-48 hours of hospitalisation. 

• NICU Survival Pack: Equips parents with vital tools and resources as well as
information about the availability of local NurtureGroups. Includes  the Nurture Guide,
an informative guide book that covers many aspects and concerns shared by parents to
give readers a better understanding of neonatal care. 

• Memory Boxes: These beautifully designed keepsakes are to provide comfort for
families of NICU babies who have passed. 

• Grad Bag: A resource to help miracle families transition home from the neonatal unit.
Includes information on NurtureGroups, helpful information to assist with the transition
home, including information on sleeping, visitors, when to call the doctor and more.

• Milk Express Pack: Milk Express Packs support and educate mothers on expressing
breastmilk for their babies in the neonatal unit and provide resources for safe storage
and transportation of expressed breastmilk. 

• Knitting and Sewing: Dedicated groups throughout Australia assist in providing
gowns, hats, booties, blankets, cuddle hearts and more. 

• Personalised Wall Plaques: Engraved hearts displayed in the NICUs to acknowledge a
baby’s very special birth. These are currently available for the Liverpool Hospital NICU
(NSW) Heart Plaque Wall.

 • Gifts: A small acknowledgment provided to families in every Australian NICU on
Mother’s Day, Father’s Day and Christmas. 

• Sibling Activity Pack: Our Sibling Activity Pack is an activity booklet that has age-
appropriate messages about how to connect with their new sibling and why they may
not be home with them immediately.The pack is created especially for them to support
their emotions and help them understand their important role as a sibling. 

NURTURE RESOURCES



NSW Liverpool Hospital, Westmead Hospital, John Hunter Children’s Hospital, Fairfield Hospital, Royal Hospital for
Women, Randwick, Canterbury Hospital, Bankstown, Lidcombe Hospital, St George Hospital, Bathurst Base Hospital,
Royal North Shore Hospital, Dubbo Base Hospital, Port Macquarie Hospital, Wagga Wagga Base Hospital, Wollongong
Hospital, Tamworth Hospital, Shoalhaven District Memorial Hospital, Lismore Base Hospital, Sydney South West
Private Hospital, Wollongong Private Hospital, Manning Base Hospital, Royal Prince Alfred Hospital, Orange Base
Hospital, Campbelltown Hospital, Nepean Public Hospital, Gosford Public Hospital, Maitland Public Hospital,
Blacktown Public Hospital, Auburn Hospital, Armidale Hospital, Maitland Hospital.

ACT Centenary Hospital for Women and Children.

QLD Gold Coast University Hospital, Townsville Hospital, Sunshine Coast University Hospital, Redland Hospital, The
Mater Hospital, Rockhampton Hospital, Logan Hospital, Royal Brisbane and Women’s Hospital, Caboolture Hospital,
Ipswich Hospital, Mackay Base Hospital, Toowoomba Hospital. 

VIC  Monash Children’s Hospital (Clayton), Mercy Hospital Royal Children’s Hospital (Parkville) ,Joan Kirner Women's
and Childrens Hospital, Casey Hospital, The Northern Hospital, Wodonga Hospital, Royal Children’s Hospital, Mercy
Hospital for Women, Frankston Hospital.

SA Flinders Medical Centre, Women’s and Children’s Hospital, Lyell McEwin Hospital, Mount Gambier & District Health
Service.

WA Joondalup Health Campus, King Edward Memorial Hospital, Fiona Stanley Hospital, Perth Children’s Hospital, St
John of God Subiaco, Rockingham Hospital, Broome Health Campus, Kununurra District Hospital, St John of God
Bunbury Hospital. 

TAS Royal Hobart Hospital, Launceston Hospital.

NT Royal Darwin Hospital, Darwin Private Hospital.

Additional hospital support provided via petrol vouchers, breast pumps and Kangaroo Care chairs.
160 Petrol Vouchers to Orange Base, Wodonga, Monash, King Edward, Joondalup, Fiona Stanley 
418 Breast Pumps to Royal Darwin, Nepean, Joondalup, Coffs Harbour, Townsville, John Hunter Hospital, Royal
Prince Alfred, St George, Royal North Shore, Campbelltown Hospital, Bankstown, Monash, Lismore, Tamworth and
Lyell McEwin. 
Kangaroo Care Chairs to St John of God Bunbury Hospital, Hornsby Ku-ring-gai Hospital, Royal Women’s Hospital
Randwick, John Hunter Hospital, Centenary Hospital, Nepean Hospital, Liverpool Hospital.

NURTURE RESOURCES

                     resource packs and special days gifts
 were provided to families at the following hospitals: 
15,895



The Nurture E Information Hub continues to grow as a key initiative of Miracle Babies Foundation,
offering comprehensive, evidence-informed resources for families of premature and sick newborns. The
Hub is structured around a life stage model from pregnancy through to adulthood providing trusted
content that supports parents during and beyond their hospital journey. This financial year the team
focused on expanding content relevant to post-discharge life with a new section on Post Pregnancy Care,
diverse family experiences and early developmental milestones.  

Nurture E - The EEE Impact has been created in collaboration with parents and health professionals to
provide families with Evidence, Education and Empowerment. 

Our aim through this initiative is to leave families feeling confident and empowered to better advocate
and assist children during these exciting and vital development years. Our continued commitment to
miracle families is to fulfil our mission and continue to strive to ‘improve, support and enhance all lives
impacted by a premature or sick birth.' 

NURTURE ‘E’ 
INFORMATION HUB

www.miraclebabies.org.au/information



Miracle Babies Foundation is very proud of our professional association with leading organisations. This
continued collaboration brings together an important community supporting our vision of assisting
miracle babies and their families with outcomes that are not only life-saving but also life-changing. 

Relationships exist with the following:

Helping Little Hands 
Immune Deficiencies Foundation 
International Association of Infant Massage 
Lifeblood - Milk Bank 
Kidney Health Australia  
Murdoch Children’s Research Institute 
National Health & Medical Research Council  
NSW Health - ACI 
NEC Society 
Perinatal Anxiety and Depression Association
(PANDA) 
Partnership for Maternal Newborn & Child
Health (PMNCH) 
Perinatal Society of Australia & New Zealand
Red Nose  
RANZCOG 
Ronald McDonald House Charities 
SMS4Dads 
SPD Australia 
Stroke Foundation 
Skye High Foundation - The Butterfly Project 
The Global Gastroschisis Foundation 
The Continence Foundation of Australia 
Through the Unexpected 
UNICEF 
Victorian Infant Collaborative 
World Health Organisation (WHO) 
The Kids Research Institute 

ADHD Australia
Australian & New Zealand Neonatal Network
(ANZNN) 
Australian College of Neonatal Nurses (ACNN) 
Australian Dyslexic Association 
Australian Multiple Births Association 
Autism Awareness Australia 
Beyond Blue 
Birth Trauma Australia  
Canadian Premature Babies Foundation 
Centre of Perinatal Excellence 
Centre for Research Excellence 
Childbirth and Parenting Educators of Australia 
Cochrane Neonatal Group 
College of Nursing 
COPE
Diabetes Australia
Down Syndrome Australia 
Epilepsy Foundation Australia 
Global Foundation for the Care of Newborn
Infants (GFCNI) 
For When
Every Week Counts 
Global Alliance for Newborn Care (GLANCE) 
Health Direct 
Heart Kids Limited 
Healthy Newborn Network (part of the global
Save The Children Foundation) 

 

PROFESSIONAL 
ASSOCIATIONS



ONLINE REACH 

During the 2024/2025 financial year
www.miraclebabies.org.au continued to
grow, it reached 509,244 page views
annually, an increase of over 20,000 page
views across the year. 

The average top 10 pages come from
different sections of our website, they are: 

Family Stories
NurtureGroup
Nurture E Information Hub
Donate
Find Support

WEBSITE

SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook @miraclebabiesfoundation;
Page likes; 61, 924
953 new followers from previous year
Page reaches: 666,060
32% increase from previous year

New community group (created April 2024)
Members: 650 
350 members added this year

Instagram @miraclebabiesfoundation;
9,977 followers
764 new followers from previous year
Page reaches: 215,311
115% increase from previous year

LinkedIn @miraclebabiesfoundation;
approx. 1,974 followers
224 new followers from previous year

eNews;
17,902 email subscriptions to our newsletters
913 new subscribers to the email database
79 eDM’s sent across the 2024/2025 FY 



Miracle Babies Foundation has established a national group of engaged and trained consumer
representatives who contribute to research, advocacy and lived experience input across various
projects and initiatives. 

These representatives bring a wide range of lived experiences, including preterm birth, neonatal
complications, long neonatal unit stays, stillbirth, bereavement, multiple births and regional
transfers. 

In the 2024/2025 period, Miracle Babies Foundation have supported a diverse portfolio of national
and state-level neonatal and maternal health research projects. Involvement spans from advisory
group participation, consumer engagement facilitation, grant application review and strategic
project collaboration. 

Once again Miracle Babies Foundation were part of the EFCNI Parent Organisation Summit, which
formerly changed to the GFCNI – Global Foundation for the Care of Newborn Infants. We are
proud of this partnership to represent Australia’s neonatal family community with the global
parent organisations and so much learning, collaboration and growing occurs.  Our CEO, Kylie
Pussell is on the GFCNI Parent and Patient Advisory Board, sharing her own lived experience and
for purpose knowledge in improving care and outcomes for all lives impacted by a premature or
sick birth.

Representation at the following congress and committees, highlights include:
GFCNI - Parent Organisation Summit 
Third Sector
ACNN  
Australasian Brain Club

ADVOCACY, CONSUMER
REPRESENTATION AND
RESEARCH PROJECTS 

PSANZ Annual Congress 
National Preterm Birth Prevention Collaborative 
MCAFHNA
AAIMH



The NurtureNetwork is Miracle Babies Foundation’s dedicated research and advocacy
communications group. As Australia’s largest neonatal consumer organisation, Miracle Babies is
able to provide health professionals and researchers access to a very large community of families
who have experienced the birth of a premature or sick baby. 

The NurtureNetwork is a community of committed miracle parents and carers who are willing to
participate and share their experiences, information and points of view through, mostly, online
surveys to help the joint mission of advancing health and outcomes for babies born early or sick. 

The network plays a key role in: 
Disseminating current research and studies seeking lived experience input, 
Promoting participation opportunities in surveys, focus groups and advisory groups, 
Sharing key updates on maternal and neonatal research aligned with MBF’s mission. 

As of June 2025, the NurtureNetwork has 233 members (an increase of 23 from last financial year)
actively subscribed to receive research-related email updates and engagement opportunities. This
growing network ensures we maintain strong two-way communication with our broader
community and can quickly mobilise interest in emerging research initiatives. 

ADVOCACY, CONSUMER
REPRESENTATION AND
RESEARCH PROJECTS, CONT.



ADVOCACY, CONSUMER
REPRESENTATION AND
RESEARCH PROJECTS, CONT.
Advocating and supporting advancement to support a family’s experience in the following:

Additional Paid Parental Leave 
Zero Separation 
World Breastfeeding Week 
World Prematurity Day 
Preterm Infants' Nutrition and Growth Standard Reporting Framework 
Sydney Health Partners - CCE:RPC/SHP Reproductive, Maternity & Newborn Health CAG 
PSANZ Perinatal Ethics Special Interest Group + Newborn Resuscitation and Stabilisation Group
NSW Health ACI - Paediatric Network Executive Committee 
NSW Health ACI – Maternity & Neonatal Executive Committee 
GFCNI - Parent & Patient Advisory Board 
Every Week Counts - National Preterm Birth Prevention Collaborative 
PSANZ Annual Congress 
 Kangaroo Care Awareness 
FiCare 
HOT BPD 
Preterm birth in regional NSW 
Preventive and Public Health Initiative: Maternal Health, Early Childhood, and Exercise and
Nutrition 
Lungs for Life 
Lactation after bereavement 
The Preterm Community Reference Group 
SurePre Project 
Be Sweet to Babies  
NHMRC Consumer Consultation Project  
The Kids Advisory Group  
Australian Alliance of Perinatal Mental Health
Hum-Te Study

Current Research Projects:  
Lungs for Life 
HUM TE Trial  
Hot BDP 
Preterm Infants' Nutrition and Growth Standard Reporting Framework   

 SurePre 
 Active Prem



CONFERENCES, ABSTRACTS,
CONSUMER PROJECTS AND
MEDIA
Parent and Patient Advisory Group

During this year, we established our first Parent and Patient Advisory Group. The Group of
passionate and dedicated lived experience parents meets quarterly to review and offer
recommendations to Miracle Babies, maintaining a strong parent voice of the organisation. 

Consumer projects:
ONG Prematuridade – Brazilian Parent of Preemies Association – Advisory Board  
 NSW Health - ACI Maternity & Neonatal Executive Committee  
 NSW Health -  ACI Paediatric Network Executive Committee  
 NSW Health – ACI Consumer Network  
 Lifeblood – Milk Bank Advisory Committee  
 PSANZ – Perinatal Ethics SIG  
 Sydney Health Partners Reproduction and Perinatal Centre – Reproductive, Maternal and
Newborn Health CAG  
 GFCNI – Parent and Patient Advisory Board   
 GFCNI – World Prematurity Day Planning Committee  
 GFCNI – Neopedia Core Expert Group  
 GFCNI – Core Working Group Global Parent Survey, WPD 
 NHMRC Clinical Trials Consumer Engagement Advisory Panel  
 PSANZ - Newborn Resuscitation & Stabilisation Subcommittee Executive SIG & CoChair  
 Preterm & Early Term Birth Prevention – The Lived Experience Collective  
 Australian Alliance for Perinatal Mental Health (AAPMH)  
 AIFPL NSW State Chapter Committee 

Media:
Australian Neonatal Lectures 
 The Glitter Effect Podcast 
 NSW ACI Maternity & Neonatal Network 
 Preemie Chats Webinar 
 PMNCH Innovation Spotlight 
 W&C NICU Management Meeting 

UNICEF Ukraine 
The Premmie Podcast 
Nidcap Webinar 
 Weekend TODAY 



Our ambassadors are instrumental in raising the profile of Miracle Babies Foundation. Whether it be
touring a Neonatal unit and meeting babies and their parents, or contributing to the success of a
fundraising event, their dedication and devotion to the work of Miracle Babies Foundation is evident
through their continued support.

AMBASSADORS

Amber Sherlock Sam Squiers Scott Cam

Deborah Knight Geoff Field

Melissa Rawson & 
Bryce Ruthven

Megan Schutt &
Jess Holyoake 

Matteo Zamboni

Alf Paranihi

Connor McGoverne Laura Byrnes Amber Laidler



SPECIAL THANKS
Miracle Babies Foundation is thankful to have the following amazing partners, sponsors and grant
providers who support us nationally. 

Channel 7 Telethon 
Emerark 
CommBank Staff Foundation 
Department of Premier, South Australia
Ingrained Foundation 
James Frizelle Charitable Foundation 
James N. Kirby Foundation 
Liverpool Council 
Moorebank Sports Club (Sporties) 

MAJOR NATIONAL SPONSORS, DONORS AND GRANT PROVIDERS 

Special mention to Taylor’d Funerals who have provided invaluable
support to Sydney South West families sadly grieving the loss of their
newborn.  

Mounties Group (Mounties) 
NSW Ministry of Health (R.Park, MP) 
Parramatta Leagues Club 
Stan Perron Foundation 
St John’s Bowling Club 
SW Sydney Area Health Service 
Vikings Sports Club 

Other National or Multi-Branch Sponsors, Donors and Grants Include:  
 

Alike WA 
Bathurst Panthers 
Bathurst RSL 
Canberra Southern Cross Club 
Central Coast Leagues Club 
Club Blacktown 
City of Geelong 
City of Sydney 
City of Sydney RSL & Community Club 
Community Bank Wollongong 
Dooleys Lidcombe Catholic Club 
Emu Plains Sports & Recreation Club 

Golden Stave Foundation 
Harcourts 
HESTA 
Hexham Bowling Club 
Honda Foundation 
Lismore Workers Sports Club 
Oatley RSL & Community Club 
Souths Juniors Football Club 
Variety, the Children’s Charity NSW/ACT 
Variety, the Children’s Charity SA 
Wyong Golf Club 
Wyong Rugby League Club 

We extend our heartfelt thanks to Marlene Dunn for her generous gift in her Will to Miracle Babies Foundation. 
Her legacy will continue to make a meaningful difference for babies and their families.



FINANCIAL REPORT

Icare Workers Comp Insurance NSW
Return to Work SA Workers Comp
insurance
EML VIC Workers Comp Insurance
Arch
Protecsure
Vero Insurance
Community Underwriting
Prorisk

INSURANCES

Miracle Babies Foundation Ltd is a
company limited by guarantee. The
Company is registered for GST. The
Company is an Income Tax Exempt
Charity. The Company is a Deductible
Gift Recipient. ABN 14 137 434 596

DETAILS

Miracle Babies Foundation Ltd
acknowledges services by: Lawyers Hall &
Wilcox, Barrack Broking Business, Flegg
Kehlet Wagner Chartered Accountants,
Business Taxation Concepts Pty Ltd and
AJS Business Audit & Compliance.

SERVICES

Ph 02 9724 8999 
Unit 8, 30 Heathcote Road, Moorebank NSW 2170
www.miraclebabies.org.au | info@miraclebabies.org.au 
ABN 14 137 434 596

Miracle Babies Foundation Ltd is a company limited by guarantee, holds Deductable
Gift Receipt status and has Authorities to Fundraise in all Australian states. ©2025.

















































VOLUNTEERS
Miracle Babies Foundation has many dedicated volunteers around the country who assist
our work through ongoing resource packing (helping to fulfil more than 9,000 resource packs
per year and a further 4,000 special days gifts), knitting and sewing, supporting with events
such as High Tea, Miracle Moon Walk and fully screened and trained NurtureProgram
volunteer team members. 

Throughout the year we have had approximately 95 volunteers assisting with Miracle Babies
Foundation events, head office support and NurtureProgram support. Our Volunteers
provide an integral service within Miracle Babies Foundation, helping many families through
their neonatal journey. 

Our volunteers are the lifeblood of our organisation, and we would not be able to achieve
the level of impact we do without their ongoing support and commitment.



CAMPAIGNS

Falling on 17 November, World Prematurity Day is the largest worldwide initiative to raise
awareness for newborns born too early. 

The global ‘Light It Purple’ initiative is a collaboration between parent organisations across the
world, calling on landmarks and businesses to ‘light it purple’ raising awareness of prematurity
and the associated challenges. Bridges, stadiums and Hospitals were amongst those that
participated in support, a total of 35 locations registered with Miracle Babies as a participant.

We recently formed the Neonatal Critical Care Alliance to increase our advocacy for additional
paid parental leave for parents with a baby in neonatal care beyond 2 weeks. The Alliance is led
by Miracle Babies Foundation, The University of Melbourne together with HeartKids, Tresillian,
Birth Trauma Australia and Cerebral Palsy Alliance. Thank you to the families, health care
professionals and supporting organisations so far, we will continue to advocate for this much
needed change for vulnerable families and for all babies to go home with the same amount of
paid parental leave entitlements as their healthy full term peers. 

ADVOCACY: PAID PARENTAL LEAVE

LIGHT IT PURPLE

Miracle Babies Thank U NICU Day, held on the last Friday of November
(NICU Awareness Month), acknowledges the hard work and dedication of
all the staff who are caring for our smallest, earliest and sickest babies.
Neonatal teams around the country are celebrated with morning tea gifts
for staff to enjoy in the unit with families and messages of gratitude for the
various Australian Hospitals and their neonatal teams are shared online
and throughout social media. 

THANK U NICU DAY

Light It PurpleLight It PurpleLight It Purple



MIRACLE MONTH OF MAY
CAMPAIGNS

 The team of nine set out for the journey on Friday, October 18th, they
embarked on several days of hiking reaching incredible heights and
toward the summit of Mt. Kilimanjaro. The group reached the summit
on the 23rd of October. It was truly inspiring to witness such an
amazing experience, raising funds for Miracle Babies Foundation.  
  
With all the support from the community and incredible sponsors, they
reached their fundraising goal, bringing the total amount to an amazing
$50,482! 

MT KILIMANJARO AND SALESFORCE FUNDRAISING

A total of $204,524  was raised with thanks to the support of the
community and supporting matching funders. Matching Donors
included Hyundai Help for Kids, WaterWipes, BabyLove Nappies and
Mounties. Miracle Babies NurtureGroups and their families from across
Australia also shared the campaign and raised funds to support the
ongoing operation and expansion of the NurtureProgram.

 

ANNUAL QUADRUPLE GIVING DAY

The campaign has raised more than $1,200,000 since 2017. 
Thank you to major donors for this year, including Emerark and 
Ausmech Air Conditioning, our highest community donor for 2024.



20TH ANNIVERSARY
GALA DINNER

On Saturday, 24th May, we proudly hosted the Foundation’s 20-Year
Anniversary Gala Dinner at The William Inglis Hotel. It was a fantastic night, marking 20 Years
of progress and impact. We were excited to welcome so many people who have been part of
our journey—both from the early days and those still actively involved today. 



HIGH TEA EVENTS
On 7 of September 2024, we held a High Tea in Sydney at Swissotel Hotel. 
The Perth and Melbourne High Tea was on the 18 of May 2025.
Perth was held at Pagoda Resort & Spa
Melbourne was held at Heidelberg Golf Club
All events were very successful, and these events are important in bringing our community
together to connect, acknowledge and celebrate their miracle stories. 



NSW GOLF DAY
Each year, we host a Golf Day to raise much needed funds to support our miracle
families. The 2024 Golf Day was held on Thursday 21st November, at Macquarie Links
Golf Club. Our Annual Golf Day is dedicated to the up to 1,000 miracle babies who lose their
fight for life each year.



FUNDRAISING

During 2024/2025, 20 decommissioned humidicribs were operating in rotation at various NSW
locations and events nationally. 

10 venues host the cribs permanently including Workers Sport Club Blacktown, Cabravale Diggers,
Liverpool Catholic Club, Liverpool Golf Club, McDonald's Fairfield, McDonald's Wetherill Park,
Campbelltown RSL, Mounties Club, Triglav Mounties St Johns Park, and Myer Parramatta. 

A total of $53,705.79 was raised during the 24/25FY.

The highest fundraising venue was once again Cabravale Diggers 
who raised an incredible $14,632.60.  

HUMIDICRIBS

This year, Miracle Babies Foundation was able to reach and directly support around 30,000 families through
services and resources provided nationally within hospitals and after discharge. The delivery of this support was
made possible through incredible community support through fundraising efforts and with thanks to the support
of our wonderful Grants funders and Corporate Partners.  We warmly welcome mybreastpump.com.au (Medi-
Rent) and QV Baby as Corporate Partners for 25/26.

To all who have donated, fundraised and supported in other ways this past Financial Year, we thank you from the
bottom of our hearts.
This year, Miracle Babies celebrated 20 years of Miracle Babies, we were warmed to hear some special messages
from those within the community showing up year after year to partner with the Foundation and share our vision
to improve, support and enhance the lives of more families across Australia.

Our Quadruple Giving Day reached $200,000, special thank you to Emerark on your significant contribution to
help us reach our target this year, along with Ausmech Air Conditioning and the many businesses, families and
individuals who showed their support. 

COO MESSAGE
Danielle Hodgson



REGULAR GIVING

Miracle Babies Foundation has 14 current Business
Supporters who generously donate a percentage of revenue
ongoing. Total income for 2024/2025 was $82,924.  Thank
you to our supporters who continuously give back to us
through their Businesses. A special thank you to Emerark,
Mining Recruitment Agency, who has made large
contributions through their business. 
Special thanks to: 

BUSINESS SUPPORTERS

Mission for Miracles, our ongoing Regular Giving program,
plays a vital role in funding and growing our
NurtureProgram.  
Currently, we have 72 regular donors with total income for
2024/25 reaching $25,251.01.  
Join our Mission today and help make an ongoing
difference to more Australian families. 

Donations received via Good2Give. Benevity or directly from the employer. Organisations who have
participated in Workplace Giving include: National Australia Bank, O’Brien Glass, Northern Territory
Government, Australia Post, Challenger Group Services Pty Ltd Findex Pinnacle and Affiliated Fund
Management, Reece Australia Pty Ltd, Rio Tinto Services Ltd and WestpacGroup 

WORKPLACE GIVING

FUNDRAISING
THIRD SECTOR AWARDS
Miracle Babies Foundation was awarded WINNER for
Fundraising Excellence in the Third Sector Awards for 2024.
The award was for sustainable fundraising practices,
building strong community relationships, for fundraising
effectiveness in delivering growth in the Foundation's impact
and consistent growth YOY. Thank you to all who have
supported the Foundation's success over the years.



FUNDRAISING

Fun Runs and Marathons continued in 2024/2025 with runners 
supporting Miracle Babies registered for the City 2 Surf, London 
Marathon, Sutherland 2 Surf and more. 

Highlights: City2Surf August 2024 
Mornington Running Festival 2025 
2025 Great Ocean Road Running Festival  
HBF Run for a Reason 2025 

FUN RUNS AND MARATHONS

Corporate Partners are highly valued by Miracle Babies Foundation, these
partners contribute ongoing support toward vital programs. This financial
year, $251,354 was received via Corporate Partnerships, in addition to
this, we thank our Corporate Partners who also, over and above this,
helped to grow fundraising income via events and fundraising initiatives,
volunteered and more. Miracle Babies Foundation is proud to partner with
these organisations as official Corporate Partners for the 2024/2025
Financial Year.  We also welcome QV Baby and mybreastpump.com.au
(Medi-Rent) as Miracle Babies Corporate Partners for 2025/2026.

CORPORATE PARTNERS

Commencing on Kangaroo Care Awareness Day, 15 May, the annual Miracle
Babies Kangaroo-a-thon is a hospital initiative highlighting the importance
and benefits of Kangaroo Care for neonatal babies and increasing lifesaving
kangaroo cuddles in Australian neonatal units. In 2025, 32 hospitals
participated. The winning hospital achieving the highest number of
Kangaroo Care hours was Wagga Wagga, receiving a Kangaroo Care Chair for
their unit, supported by Corporate Partner, WaterWipes

KANGAROO-A-THON: NEONATAL UNITS 

The National Move for Miracles Virtual Challenge takes place in the lead up
to World Prematurity Day, 17 November. Participants register for the
challenge to walk, run, ride (or move) 48,000 steps (36.5km) in 48 days to
honour the 48,000 babies that are born premature or sick every year. 
Thank you to our Ambassador, Megan Schutt, for her continued support. 

MOVE FOR MIRACLES



COMMUNITY
FUNDRAISING

Have seen an increase in fundraisers who have not had a
personal experience with MBF or a miracle baby, but are
passionate about the cause and have seen us on various social
media platforms. 

This year we launched a new fundraising initiative, Together in
Teal. This approach is aimed at bringing together fundraisers
from all walks of life and help simplify and expand fundraising
for Miracle Babies Foundation. 

A special mention to the following Community Fundraisers:  
Macquarie Bank Hosted a trivia night during their workplace
foundation week where staff were able to donate and have
their donation matched - Raised an outstanding $23,000. 
Yanchep Inn generously decided to host another Cave Ball,
the total amount fundraised was $12,007.
Langford Christmas Lights This Christmas, Lisa and her
neighbours raised a generous total of $4,014. 
Jason Mayoh, a consistent supporter challenged himself to
run 100km in one day! With the support of his family, friends
and network, Jason was able to raise $3,951. 
In celebration of Emilia’s first birthday, family and friends
came together to help fundraise a total of $3,412.



This year we introduced our free colouring for a cause activity aimed
at bringing together schools and childcares to raise awareness for the
mums spending their Mother’s Day in hospital with a premature or
sick baby. Childcares across Australia were invited to encourage their
centre to colour a Miracle Babies heart and share it with their families. 

Kindly enough, Ruby Shannon a former NICU mum decided to share
this initiative with her son’s childcare and her office, and took the
initiative to fundraise. Collectively, Ruby, Babies by the Bay and Ray
White Double Bay raised a total of $6,522. 

FUNDRAISING
HIGHLIGHTS 

STUDENTS IN TEAL

WORLD PREMATURITY DAY
This World Prematurity Day, Federal Government, State Premiers and
Health Ministers were invited to help support the reach of our
NurtureProgram. Special thanks to the SA Government for their
support in 2024, in honour of World Prematurity Day.

Royal Darwin Hospital NICU 
The Royal Darwin Hospital generously committed to fundraising for a
Kangaroo Chair this World Prematurity Day. They successfully reached
their goal of $3,000 and received a Kangaroo Chair for their NICU. 
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